
Social Studies
Where Are We?

A child’s first response might be, “We are here.” Yes! But where is here? Children begin to understand 

geography when it is meaningful and connected to their own experiences. Understanding “where” is a 

critical step towards understanding the world around us. (See page 2 for extra guidance for completing this task.) 

In this task, students and families will spend some time discovering where they are! Students will use tools 

that geographers use to investigate the world around them, and then create a representation of where 

they are. This is your chance to be creative! Your representation can be 2-dimensional, 3-dimensional, or 

even a performance! Surprise us!  

First, be sure that your family has set aside a time for this task. 
Then:
• Share family ideas. Have a family conversation with each person 

describing where they are. Keep a list of each person’s answer. How 

are your answers similar or different? What else do you notice?

• Watch this Sway: https://sway.office.com/DE8qjBxmY1mBvMVe?ref=Link

• Develop a list of questions you need to answer before you begin. 

For example: 
• How can I explain where I am?

• How can I explain where “here” is? 

• What if I was looking down at myself from a tree? Or a plane? Or a spaceship?

• What if I needed to give someone directions to find me?

• Think about a creative way to explain or show where you are.

• Decide what tools and resources you need.

• Gather your tools and resources and any materials you might need.

• Create your representation.

• Share you learning!

Possible Tools and Resources to Check Out:
 Maps
 Atlases

 A globe or Google Earth 
 Online resources: BrainPop and BrainPopJr, BookFlix and TrueFlix

Possible Ideas for Your Representation:
 Stacked storage containers or Lego bricks
 Paper nesting circles
 A hand drawn graphic design 
 A computer generated design
 A book, video story, or Sway
 A quick Pinterest search can help with ideas too!

Share Your Experience:
 By taking a picture of your representation
 In an email, or video, to a relative or friend

Challenge: Choose a family member who does not live with you, or a well-known person who does not live with you. Where are they? Can you 

make a representation to describe where they are? How can you share your project with them? 

https://sway.office.com/DE8qjBxmY1mBvMVe?ref=Link


Location
the position on the earth’s surface

• Think about where you are on earth. 
• How would you describe where you are?

• Now, imagine if all of the homes, roads, and 
businesses were not there. 

• How would you describe where you are?

• What tools have geographers created to help 
identify a specific location?

• Words you might use: north, south, east, west, 
latitude, longitude, hemisphere, near, far… 

Check out some lessons and resources: 

Grades K-3
Bookflix People and Places     Types of Maps and/or Looking at Maps and Globes
BrainPopJr Social Studies      Geography     Reading Maps and/or Continents and Oceans
PebbleGo       Social Studies     Maps

Grades 3-5
Trueflix      Information Literacy      Reading Maps and Types of Maps 
BrainPop Social Studies       Geography     Latitude and Longitude

Read Aloud: Me On The Map:
https://sway.office.com/DE8qjBxmY1mBvMVe?ref=Link

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pinterest: A quick search on Pinterest will pull up some possibilities for representations. 
Search: Me on the Map, Elementary Geography projects, Where Am I?, etc.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Map Skills for Grades Pre-K-6: 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/map-skills-elementary-students/

Location and Place

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/location-place-geographic-perspective/

A clear and simple background: 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/many-ways-name-place/

There are many ways to represent and explain where we 
are. The age of a student will play a role in how complex 

the final product is. That is completely ok! 
In addition to geography, this task is about thinking 
deeply, using tools and resources, and sharing our 

thinking with others. We hope you and your learner(s) 
have fun AND develop an interest in geography!

https://sway.office.com/DE8qjBxmY1mBvMVe?ref=Link
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/map-skills-elementary-students/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/location-place-geographic-perspective/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/many-ways-name-place/

